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The Social Value of
Financial Forecasts in Assessing

the Creativity of New Product Ideas
Concerns have long been voiced that taking account of expected financial 
outcomes early in the product development process inhibits the recognition 
and appreciation of creative product ideas. We look at a common situation in 
product development processes and propose that beyond the economic value 
of the financial information, social concerns influence the extent to which 
evaluators rely on financial forecasts. We provide evidence from three 
experiments on when, why and how the social value of financial information 
influences assessments of the creativity of new product ideas.
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the management of innovation processes.
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